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President’s Report

The game has certainly changed considerably for most in terms of the market and seasonal conditions in 
the Australian Beef Industry. While many areas have received good rain this summer and in some places 
too much causing flooding, many in the central west of the state have still missed 
out completely. Our thoughts are with those still battling the effects of this cruel 
drought and with those that have felt the devastation caused by Mother Nature 
on the other end of the spectrum as brought about by Cyclone Marcia in CQ and 
Lam in the NT in February.

While the drought induced sell off has severely reduced returns to producers 
in recent years we are now seeing a shortage of cattle as a result and real 
price spike in producers favour. For those that have cattle to sell this year, the 
expectation is for prices to be much more like what we need to receive out to 
survive in the game with rising costs and declining terms of trade. It has been 
nothing short of amazing to see the sort of money processors have been able to 
pay when they have had to leading many to question just how much of the “beef 
pie” producers have been receiving  of late. I personally believe there needs 
to be some serious questions asked right through the industry as part of the 
ongoing restructure and review of our industry bodies, beef description language 
and price transparency. If producers aren’t looked after and start receiving their 
fair share of the consumer dollar I fear for what our industry will look like in 
the future.

One of the positive things to come out of drought and tough times is the tendency of the Romagnola breed to come to the 
fore and get recognised as a breed that can handle tough going and still produce a premium article in terms of weight and 
eating quality. Once again we have received numerous pieces of positive feedback from bull buyers telling us how well the 
Romagnola bulls and their progeny handle the drought and how well received the crossbred progeny where in the market 
place when they had to be sold. Although you never like to see people having to sell cattle they normally wouldn’t, it is a 
credit to all involved when they receive phone calls from buyers to say, “we’ll have more of these anytime”.

Romagnola bulls continue to impress northern cattlemen with their adaptability and the crossbred progeny are well suited 
to any market. We are also seeing a resurgence of the breed in southern areas with demand for bulls growing from people 
looking to increase weight for age without sacrificing the eating quality of their British bred herds. We have travelled as far 
south as King Island (in Bass Straight) and Warrnambool on the southern edge of Victoria visiting people who are using 
Romagnola bulls with great results in these southern areas. I believe it is important to recognise the positive influence the 
Romagnola breed can have on eating quality as well as increasing weight for age as this will become more important to 
position beef as the protein of choice and to obtain premiums in the future. One of the things that stands out for me is the 
ability of the Romagnola to add value to the progeny of just about any breed that exists. Not every breed in Australia can 
make this claim.

2015 is shaping up as an important year for the Australian Beef Industry and this will all be on display in Rockhampton in 
May for Beef Australia 2015. The triannual event will showcase everything in Beef from Paddock to Plate and feature stud 
and commercial cattle competitions, industry forums, cooking demonstrations and trade displays. The Romagnola breed will 
be well represented once again in all major competitions and with bulls for private sale throughout the event. Thank you to 
all our members who will take part in this major industry event. 

We hope to see as many stud and commercial members and bull buyers at Beef 2015 to showcase this wonderful breed 
and all it has to offer.

Regards

Matthew Ahern 
President

This Newsletter is edited and printed by 
the Romagnola Breeders Society Ltd

47 Wells Street, Linville Qld. 4306
Phone 07 5424 7200  •  Fax 07 5424 7205

Email: info@romagnola.com.au  
 Website: www.romagnola.com.au

Opinions expressed in “Romagnola Newsletter” are not necessarily those of the Society. 
Published by Designs to Print, Yeppoon www.designstoprint.com.au
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Beef Roundup for Northern Australia

Confidence and buoyancy are the key words best describing the positive feeling and mood of the northern 
Australian cattle industry going forward into the future. 

Whilst the past couple of years has had extreme challenges with drought and the live export ban, momentum has built 
around the prospects of growth in live export emerging markets, backed by a strengthening world rise in beef demand. 

Dry climatic conditions for Northern Queensland has stifled the momentum of supply. Northern herd production potential 
peaked at the end of 2011 and since then has been on a rapid decline due to drought. All turnoff cattle are now being 
marketed at lower weights around 300kg as a result of a lack of pasture availability and the need to create space for the 
following weaner crop. Breeder numbers are now also reducing rapidly to retain mainly pregnancy tested in calf and wet 
cows that are ensuring every animal consuming pasture is paying its way. 

Recently there has been increasing live export enquiries from numerous countries across Asia. Notably China has lead 
the new enquiry followed by more traditional markets looking to secure more consistent supply chain relationships. Rising 
pressure on the availability of supply to meet strong increases in requirements for all weight ranges of cattle from 280kg to 
650kg amongst the export market, has also sparked domestic feedlot, abattoir and pasture back grounding prices to follow 
the upward trend across the north.

Northern cattle businesses enterprise mix is constantly changing, as market forces, weather and the ability to remain 
profitable force proactive entrepreneurship. Management practices are constantly being reviewed with opportunities in 
better genetic improvements through fertility and breeding a 
versatile animal with various marketing options. Another trend rising 
from Asia is the increasing interest in the availability of crossbred 
cattle. The requirement for a short coat, beefy, small hump, cross 
bred animal is finding it place amongst Indonesian feedlotters (under 
350 kg) and into Vietnam (over 400kg). The shared belief amongst 
some of our Asian purchasers is that the cross bred cattle given the 
right feedlotting conditions are out performing straight high grade 
bos-indicus type cattle. The performance is in the form of higher 
weight gains per day on the particular diets being fed in feed yards. 
Given the northern Australian climate is similar to our Asian clients 
lot feeding environments, tropical adaptable cattle is very important.

The Romagnola breed is one that can perform and provide the type 
of cross bred progeny from a Brahman cow that our Asian counter 
parts are asking for more often. The softness in these animals has 
also kept the door open domestically for the breed to be marketable 
across a number of ever-changing markets at a variety of weights – 
giving producers a suite of marketing options regardless of weight category.

The industry has tremendous resilience and a clear picture for the future. Low northern herd numbers and restocking 
requirements will no doubt indicate demand will stay strong on a local, national and global level. Northern Australia will 
continue to play a strong role in the long term optimism for the requirement of protein.

Luke Westaway, Livestock & Property Sales

TopX Richmond.  
westaway@topx.com.au.  
0413 408 953

Industry Update

Soft enough to go into any market - Romagnola x weaners

Romagnola bulls crossed over Bos Indicus females are 
providing more marketing options in the north
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Commercial Focus

Paddock Sales a Big Advantage for Romagnola Bull Buyers

North Queensland beef producer, Ben Callcott, likes his bulls to be work-ready when they arrive on Glenmore, 120km south 
of Einasleigh. That’s why he insists on buying bulls straight out of the paddock. “I don’t like overfed bulls and I find that 
people won’t bid on bulls in a sale unless they are fat,” he said. “If you buy your bulls at paddock sales they are generally 
ready to go straight into the bush. “You don’t have a month of having them in the yards and letting them down gently. “You 
can just cross brand them, put them in the bush and when you go back two months later they’ll look nearly the same.”

Working in a family partnership, Mr Callcott usually runs about 5000 Brahman cross cows that he joins to Brahman and 
Romagnola bulls. Mr Callcott began using Romagnola bulls from the Pullen family’s Wyoming Stud at Nebo six years ago 
and has been impressed with the ability of the bulls to survive harsh conditions. “We’ve got about 14 Wyoming bulls now 
and what originally attracted me to them was the fact that they throw a straight colour,” he said. “The calves are generally 
a nice grey or ginger red and you don’t get too many brindles, which at that stage was important in our marketing. “The 
Romagnola bulls handle this country fairly well. They don’t tend to fall away and seem to survive just fine.” 

Mr Callcott said his initial plan was to sell all the Romagnola cross heifers because he thought they wouldn’t be able to 
handle the conditions. “That hasn’t turned out to be the case,” he said. “They have survived fine and now we are building 
them into the herd as well.” 

The Callcott family owns a second property in the Pentland region, Lowhom, which they largely use to finish their steers. 
Mr Callcott said many of their Brahman steers were sold into the live export market while some of their crossbred steers 
are either sold direct to works or into the domestic feedlot market. 

The Callcotts’ control mate, usually joining from November or December through to Easter. “We thought the fact that we 
control mated would allow us to run softer bulls, which encouraged us to get the Romagnolas but what we have found is 
that they do just fine with no special treatment,” Mr Callcott said.

“We are trying hard to improve the fertility of our herd and a big part of that is buying the right sort of bulls. Ron (Pullen, 
Wyoming Romagnolas) had all our bulls semen tested when we bought them and they came up fine.”

* Article Courtesy of Queensland Country Life.  Originally published as “Ready to work at Glenmore”.
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Beef Australia 2015

Rockhampton QLD, 4th-9th May 2015

Romagnola cattle will be show-cased in all aspects of Beef Australia 2015, held in Rockhampton in May. 
The week along expo of all things Beef will feature stud and commercial cattle competitions, cooking 

demonstrations, industry forums and trade displays and the Romagnola breed will be front and centre throughout the event.

Heading up the event will be the landmark Stud Cattle Competition with 30 breeds competing over three days of judging. 
The Romagnola breed judging will take place on Wednesday May 6th under the watchful eye of experienced judge and 
successful Brahman breeder, Reade Radel, Kandoona Red Brahmans, Injune. 

Reade has spent his lifetime involved in the cattle business and is a member of the Radel family partnership. The family 
runs cattle across four properties in the Taroom, Injune and Augathella districts of Queensland. Along with his wife Jill and 
four children, Reade manages the successful Kandoona Red Brahman Stud which runs 800 stud females and sells 250 bulls 
annually. He has judged many breeds at shows across Queensland including Brisbane RNA and Beef Australia.

The Romagnola breed with be represented by 4 studs with Dick & Rosemary Jeremy, Arkay Romagnola stud, Miles, Peter 
Turner, Carrie Downs Romagnola Stud Clermont, The Pullen Family, Wyoming Romagnolas, Nebo  and Matt & Anna Ahern, 
Romagnola Beef Genetics, Roma all vying for top honours and to represent the Romagnola breed in the interbreed judging 
on Thursday May 7th.

The Pullen Family, Wyoming Romagnolas have also nominated Romagnola/Brahman cross cattle in the ANZ National Beef 
Carcass Competition and the Ruralco Commercial Cattle Championships. The judging of the commercial cattle takes place 
on Sunday May 3rd at the Central Queensland Livestock Exchange (CQLX), Gracemere and will be sold the following day 
on Monday May 4th. 

Two of the breed’s larger producers of commercial Romagnola bulls will have bulls for sale in separate trade displays 
throughout the week.

Matt and Anna Ahern, Romagnola Beef Genetics, Roma look forward to catching up with new and existing clients at Site 
C256. The first offering of rising 2 year old sons of exciting new sire and Beef 2012 Grand Champion Bull, Hamilton Park 
Eskimo Joe will be on display and for sale during the week along with a number of bulls from our show team. 

Wyoming Romagnola stud will again team up with well-known cattle studs, Timbrel Brahmans and Vaucraft Brafords along 
with Beef Breeding Services to have a one stop cattle shop located at Site C258, themed “Aussie Legends”. A lunch time 
forum, featuring speakers from both the USA and Australia providing talks related to the cattle industry followed by light 
refreshments. Up to 12 bulls will be located a short drive from Beef and will be available for inspection and sale throughout 
the week.

For more details on our activities during Beef Australia, please go to our exhibitor’s websites or www.beefaustralia.com.au 
for judging times, ring allocations and a map of the grounds. 
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Matt and Bob Black of Sunny Dale Romagnolas take every 
opportunity to get around as many shows in the Northern NSW 
Show circuit as they can to spread the message about the benefits 
of using Romagnola genetics across commercial herds.

During the 2014 show season they were lucky to receive 
the Supreme Champion Female at Nimbin, Alstonville and 
Mullumbimby Shows with Hamilton Park G650P, a female that 
was purchased from Romagnola Beef Genetics at Roma. This 
female was being shown with a heifer calf at foot with the judges 
commenting on “..the quality of the cow and the great job that 
she was doing on the calf” .

The Blacks have also been successful with Hamilton Park Gilligan 
and Sunny Dale Julius taking out numerous ribbons for Senior 
and Junior Champions respectively.

They have also been competing in the Led Steer competitions 
with a pure bred Romagnola steer that at the end of his show career returned $4.70/kg, purchased by Lismore Country 
Meats.  Richmond River High School also has been competing in the Led Steer competition with a Romagnola cross steer. 
At Lismore Show this steer placed in the top 8 on the hoof and the hook in the middle weight class.

Hamilton Park Gilligan

Brisbane Ekka 2014

Show Report

It may have been only a handful of Romagnola cattle on show at the Brisbane EKKA this year, but it was 
definitely a case of quality over quantity with the cattle that were paraded before Judge Steve Farmer of 
Comanche Droughtmaster Stud.  First into the ring were the 
two outstanding senior females with calves at foot from the 
Pullen family’s Wyoming Romagnola Stud.  The judge had 
strong praised for both cows commenting on their femininity, 
frame and mobility, as well as their quality calves.  However it 
was Wyoming Firefly that claimed the Champion Romagnola 
Female ribbon with Wyoming Fern taking out the Reserve 
Champion.  In passing comment on the two females Mr Farmer 
believed that Wyoming Firefly showed slightly stronger muscle 
development and beef producing qualities to place her in the 
top position ahead of her stable mate.

In the bull section it was the sole exhibit from Dick and 
Rosemary Jeremy’s Arkay Romagnola Stud that claimed the 
Champion Romagnola Bull prize.  Weighing in at 884kg and 
boasting an EMA of 130sq cm and a scan of 11/7mm for the 
P8 and rib fat the 22 month old Arkay Hector was a worthy winner and a credit to his owners who hope to exhibit him at 
Beef 2015.

In the battle for the Champion Romagnola Exhibit it was the champion cow Wyoming Firefly with her calf Kokoda at foot that 
took out the top award in the Romagnola judging with the judge commenting that he felt she was the complete package.

These comments were also echoed by young Romagnola breeder Matt Black who at the conclusion of the judging purchased 
Firefly and her calf Kokoda to be used in his Sunny Dale Romagnola Stud in northern New South Wales.

Northern NSW Show Round Up
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Overseas Update

Our Trip to Italy 2014

During the month of September Diane and I travelled to Forli in northern Italy, visiting farms in the Ravenna area.  We 
express our gratitude and appreciation for the wonderful hospitality which was afforded to us by Dr Matteo Riddolfi,   Dr 
Fred Garnam and Mr Gianluca Giuliani and an extended number of Romagnola breeders who welcomed us to their farms 
and homes.

We visited the area of the Southern Po Valley whose rich and fertile plains were once the home to thousands of Romagnola 
cattle with heavy oxen pulling ploughs to till this rich soil.  This area was the birthplace of many great Romagnola sires of 
the past such as Dritto, the sire of renowned bulls such as Scottish Dritto and Scottish Ceasar.  As mechanisation and a 
greater area of cropping land grew, the numbers of Romagnola cattle on these great plains disappeared.  The only cattle 
remaining here now are housed permanently in barns.  

A larger number of Romagnola cattle however still graze the rugged mountains and valleys overlooking this fertile plain, 
grazing through the summer and spring and early autumn on the pastures before returning to the shelter of the barns 
where snowfalls through the winter are often measured by the metre.  

We hope that this core of dedicated Romagnola breeders prosper and maintain the Romagnola breed as we feel that 
this unique breed not only 
has a strong historical 
past in the development 
of Italy, but has an equally 
important role in the future 
as a stand-alone breed 
and also a breed that 
can lift the productivity in 
cross-breeding programs 
with Bos Taurus and Bos 
Indicus cattle worldwide.  

We have had the 
experience of crossing 
Romagnola bulls over Bos 
Indicus dams in Australia 
giving an average of at 
least 15% more weight for 
age than the Bos Indicus 
equivalent at any stage 
of growth with low birth 
weights.  We commend 
these people once again 
for their loyalty to their 
native breed and their 
dedication to farming.  

A photograph of Romagnola ox pulling a plough as 
they would have once in the Po Valley

A Romagnola cow at Emilio Donati’s farm

Cows in the barn at Gianluca Giuliani’s farm

Laura Cenni and Ron Pullen look over Laura’s 
breeder herd

The National Grand Champion Bull of 2014, La 
Fattoria Varenne (Boy x Piro)
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We also had the opportunity to visit ANABIC (being in 
simple terms, a Government Department that assess 
bulls for breed excellence that make recommendations 
on individual bulls on their various performances).  We 
thought that the work undertaken was professional and well based.  We did 
make a comment, that if bulls from the Testing Station were available for live 
export or semen export, it might well be worthwhile making International 
enquiries into what carcase description and attributes other beef breeding 
nations requirements are.  We feel that the more statistical information that 
can be gathered on a breed helps to satisfy the most vigorous enquiry or 
ridicule.  We wish ANABIC well for future Government funding and sincerely 
hope that the Italian Governments of the day fully understand the work 
undertaken and the importance of these iconic breeds of Italian cattle.

Ron Pullen

Overseas Update Cont.

Di and Ron Pullen in the barn of Gianni Daga

Laura Cenni and Di Pullen with “Scarface”

Romagnola Cows in the barn at  
Loris Pozzi’s farm

Emilio Donati in his trophy room of all 
the awards he has one in the past for his 

Romagnola cattle

Ron Pullen and Emilio DonatiFarewell Dinner. Gianluca Giuliani, Ron Pullen, 
Di Pullen, Dr Fred Garnum and Dr Matteo Ridolfi 

at the farewell dinner for Ron and Di

Laura Cenni with her National Grand Champion 
Bull of 2014, La Fattoria Varenne (Boy x Piro)
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Genetic Update

The Benefits of Bovine IVF
The conception rate and the number of calves born are undoubtedly factors which impact on the financial 

returns and profitability of any rural property, as are the quality of the calves and the genetic progress of the herd. 
Modern breeding strategies increase a farmer’s ability to control these factors in differing degrees, and the relevant 
techniques can be summarised as follows. 
Using Artificial Insemination (AI),  semen from desirable bulls is purchased and introduced into high value cows.  This 
method is easy to perform and offers satisfactory results.  In AI programs without oestrus detection one can expect a 
pregnancy rate of between 23% and 62%.
However AI limits the yield of the cow’s genetics to one calf per year and consumes a full dose of high value semen.  It is 
also not yet suitable for larger projects using sexed semen, because the results that it produces are still too variable.  
Embryo Transfer (ET) incorporates AI methodology, but takes advantage of hormone therapy to increase the potential 
offspring yield from a particular female.  By administering hormones, the cow “super ovulates” and releases up to 10 eggs 
instead of one.  During this period, the female is artificially inseminated a number of times to fertilise multiple eggs.  A 
week later the fertilised embryos are extracted and can be transferred to surrogate cows for gestation.  In high quality ET 
programs, an average of 7 viable embryos can be expected from each super ovulation.
The expected pregnancy rate is between 55% and 65%.  The harvesting of embryos in this way can be performed every 60 
days.  In most cases it is advisable to perform 3 super ovulations and then to allow for a full term pregnancy by the donor, 
to regenerate the animal’s physiology.
Again, the use of sexed semen has not been successful with this method.
In Vitro Fertilisation (IVF), unlike AI and ET, does not rely on the cow for fertilisation.  Semen and eggs are harvested 
from chosen donor animals and the embryos are fertilised in the laboratory.  After a week in an incubator, the embryos are 
inserted into recipients for gestation and birth.
On average up to 50 embryos can be drawn from a high value cow on any one occasion, and this can happen 7 times before 
allowing the animal to become pregnant and rest.  The expected pregnancy rate with IVF is between 35% and 50%, with 
a 40% pregnancy rate being considered good for large scale programs.
IVF allows for better utilisation of females of high genetic value than do either AI or ET for the following reasons.
•  The number of calves produced per donor each year is much higher than with AI or ET;
•  Eggs can be collected from donors without the need to inject the cow with hormones, which prolongs the productive 

life of a high quality animal.  Super ovulation is strenuous on the cow and can cause damage to future reproductive 
capacity.  

•  A single dose of costly or rare semen can be used to fertilise eggs from up to 10 donors and often more than 10 
pregnancies are produced from a single dose.

•  IVF is also the only technique that is well suited to the use of sexed semen, enabling farmers to choose the sex of the 
offspring they need.  

IVF therefore offers an invaluable means by which to increase the profitability and competitiveness of a cattle-breeding 
operation within a very short period of time and with only a modest investment.  The goals of a 10 year breeding program 
can be realised in as little as 2 years.  Optimum traits, such as high quality marbling in wagyu cattle, can be propagated 
through a herd within a single generation.  The net result for the farmer is increased profit. The result is a much faster 
genetic improvement of the herd. 
In the past 2 years, IGT has been working with several different breads in Australia. IGT team believes that IVF technology 
can offer way to improve the quality of our clients herd and as a consequence improve our client’s revenue. 
IGT bovine VF Embryo Services, include:
Ovum pick up
Embryo production
Transfer of IVF embryos into recipient cows, with minimum guarantee

Complete IVF embryo program
Vitrification of IVF embryos
IGT also offer ultrasound pregnancy tests, foetal sexing and combined IVF and FTAI 
programs.
Inventia Genetic Technologies Pty Ltd
Level 11 CBCRC, 300 Herston Rd Herston QLD 4006
Telephone - 0412 175 725
Email: info@IGTbovineIVF.com.au. www.IGTbovineIVF.com.au
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Wyoming Romagnolas recently imported two new AI Sires into Australia from 
Italy.

The semen was sourced directly from Italy and imported via an approved bovine 
genetic importer and arrived in the country at the beginning of 2014.

AI programs were undertaken in March and May with our first “Severino” and 
“Sacco” calves born from 19 December 2014.

The two new AI Sires are:

      - Zeus
     - A68
      - Argia
   - La Viola Liuto
      - Elker
     - Bruna
      - Ramona
La Viola Severino –      
      - Rames
     - Vano
      - Roga 
   - La Viola Itaca
      - Usignolo
     - Amanda
      - Lira

      - Zeus
     - A68
      - Argia
   - La Viola Liuto
      - Elker
     - Bruna
      - Ramona
La Viola Sacco –      
      - Vano
     - La Viola Idone
      - Sofia 
   - La Viola Notte
      - Papo
     - La Viola
      - Zanzara

Genetics Update Cont.

New Romagnola Semen in Australia

New AI Sire La Viola Sacco at the 
Performance Testing Station, Perugia, Italy

Wyoming Catalina and her “Severino” calf

Some of Wyoming Romagnolas new “Severino” and  
“Sacco” calves

Some of Wyoming Romagnolas 
new “Severino” and  

“Sacco” calves
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Member Contribution

Ron Pullen of Wyoming Romagnolas & Kim Werth of 
Willroy Brahmans with the $16,000 Willroy Amaro (P)

Heifers at “Mira” that are currently running with the polled 
Grey Brahman bulls

Polled half-bred heifer by polled Brahman sire 
“Willroy Amaro” out of purebred  

Romagnola dam

In 2009 the Pullen family of Wyoming Romagnolas made the decision to stop purchasing horned Brahman 
bulls and commenced the purchase of polled Red Brahman bulls for their Brahman & Brahman/Romagnola 

cross commercial operation located at “Codrilla” 55kms south west of Nebo in Queensland.
Since this decision was made all bulls have predominately been purchased from the annual Rockhampton Brahman Week 
Sale and have been sourced from leading Brahman studs including Fern Hills, Samari Plains, Hazelton, Kandoona, NCC and 
Palmvale stud prefixes to name a few.  Determined to ensure that the move to polled genetics did not decrease their herd 
quality, each year new bloodlines have been sourced and premium prices paid to ensure quality drafts of polled bulls are 
purchased.  In 2013 alone, the 9 polled bulls purchased at Brahman Week by the Pullens averaged $8,000.
“We know there are more quality horned Brahman bulls than polled here in Australia, as there is a greater genetic pool to 
select from, however this is why it is important to us to ensure that we never buy average polled bulls”.
Once the bulls have been purchased they are transported to “Codrilla” where they are rested and fed for several weeks 
and then semen tested again prior to being put out to work in two 
separate paddocks consisting of a total of approximately 900 females.  
One paddock consists of half bred Brahman cows (50% Brahman 
& 50% Romagnola content) and the other paddock is three quarter 
content Brahman cows (75% Brahman and 25% Romagnola).
Currently the Pullens have about 10% of their commercial breeding 
herd that are polled and about 20% of the calves born are polled.  
Of the polled females about 80% of the calves born to these cows 
are polled.  “Half of all females born from the polled Brahman 
bulls are mated back to our fullblood Romagnola bulls which are a 
genetically horned breed.”
“Some people may ask why you would opt for a polled bull over 
a horned bull.  We feel that given the current concern by animal 
welfare groups, the reduced rural labour force and general animal 
health and husbandry practises it is only a matter of time before 
polled cattle will be the only option.  For us, we have found that 
our carcase weights have not decreased in the herd and this in our 
opinion is mainly due to the cross-breeding program we have with 
our Romagnolas and also our strict culling process which focus on 
weight for age, fertility and temperament.”
In 2011 the Pullens decided to take the next step and introduce 
the polled genetics to some of their Romagnola stud herds and 
amalgamated two of their single sire purebred Romagnola herds into 
one on their Rolleston property “Mira” and purchased two polled grey Brahman 
bulls from the Kenilworth and Annavale Brahman Studs.  After a successful first 
drop of calves, the Pullens purchased the $16,000 Willroy Amaro in 2013 at the 
Rockhampton Brahman Week Sale to use in the herd with the original two bulls.  
“We found that over the years we had gained a lot of interest in our Brahmagnola 
bulls (50% Brahman & 50% Romagnola and 25% Brahman & 75% Romagnola) 
and have a strong repeat clientele with many starting to show an interest in 
purchasing polled bulls.  So with this in mind and also the same reasons for 
introducing the polled bulls to the commercial herd we have started going 
down the same track with our Romagnolas.  We have however, retained several 
hundred purebred females and stud registered females that remain being mated 
to purebred/full-blood Romagnola bulls (for now anyway).”
“The first polled Brahmagnola calves hit the ground in 2012/2013 and we will see 
these bulls available for sale for the 2014/2015 bull selling season and hope to have 
some on display and available for sale at our site at Beef Australia 2015”.
“We are continuously developing and moulding our commercial and stud herds to suit our markets and climate conditions.  

By ensuring that we increase our genetic material through the purchase of quality new bulls and stringently 
culling cattle with non-desirable traits within our herds we are confident that the future of our growing polled 

herd will benefit not only us, but also other Australian cattle producers”.
The Pullen family welcome inspections from interested parties who may wish to view their 
commercial and stud herds.

Wyoming Romagnolas Target the Polled Market
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Member Contributions

Romagnola/Murray Grey, Wallumbilla Qld Romagnola/Santa/Angus, Deniliquin NSW

Romagnola/Droughtmaster, Roma Qld

Romagnola/Charolais, Wallumbilla QLD

Romagnola/Brahman, Julia Creek Qld

Photos of Romagnola cross progeny submitted by Matt & Anna Ahern, 
Romagnola Beef Genetics. Great examples of the Romagnola breed doing 
an excellent job crossed with different breeds in a range of environments 
producing heavy cattle well suited to the target markets.
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Directors 2015

President 
 Matt Ahern Hamilton Park, “Bulala” Ph 07 4622 5212 
  Roma Qld 4455 Mobile 0427 874 218 
  matt@romagnolabeefgenetics.com.au

Vice President Remus, “Bulala” Ph 07 4622 5212 
 Anna Ahern Roma Qld 4455 Mobile 0428 751 740 
   bulala@bigpond.com

Treasurer
 Rob Burkin “Robur” Ph/Fx 07 4163 5074 
  64 McIllhattens Road,  robur5@bigpond.com 
  Booie, Qld 4615

Directors
 Colin Berndt “Carramar” Ph/Fx 07 4122 3317 
  200 Teddington Rd,  carramarromagnola@bigpond.com 
  Maryborough Qld 4650

Executive Secretary & Director
 Tania Haynes 47 Wells Street, Linville Q 4306 Ph 07 5424 7200      
  Fax 07 5424 7205 Mobile 0428 256 558 
  info@romagnola.com.au
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